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DATES TO REMEMBER
CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH:  

COMPASSION

Dear  Bell  Hi l l  Famil ies,

Fall  is my favor i te season of the year , and i t is 
a tr ue pleasure to exper ience the change of seasons 
here in Grass Valley.  Being new  to the area, these 
cooler  mornings make me wonder  about the colder  
temperatures to come and when I w i l l  get to pul l  out 
my wool sweater s!

Since the last newsletter , our  school 
community has entered into a much busier  time.  We 
are alr eady in the midst of getting r eady for  the 
Jogathon, going on f ield tr ips and attending parent 
conferences.  I  hope al l  of you w i l l  be sure to meet 
w ith your  chi ld's teacher  to have a dialogue about 
the academic, social-emotional and personal grow th 
and challenges of your  chi ld.  Parent-Teacher  
conferences should be an exchange of ideas and 
information between home and school so that the 
student can be better  suppor ted, challenged and 
understood by the key adults in his/her  l i fe.

Our  parent organizations have begun to meet, 
and there are many oppor tuni ties for  par ticipation 
by al l  fami l ies.  For  example, our  Si te Counci l , the 
group that r eviews and approves the BHA si te plan 
goals, has met once, and w i l l  meet again on Oct. 10.    
Please come i f  you are interested in learning more 
about how  we measure student achievement here at 
BHA.

If  you are interested in working on Campus 
Beauti f ication, Safety or  Family Engagement 
Practices, please contact Mrs. Graham to f ind out 
more!  I  feel so for tunate to be a par t of this 
wonder ful ly suppor tive community, and I look 
for ward to continuing our  work together. 

Al l  the best,    

Mrs. Graham

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

10/6 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

Jogathon!

10/9 Parent Conferences 4 to 7:30pm

10/10 Site Counci l  Meeting 3:30-4:30

10/11 Ear ly Release at 1:50

Paw  Pr ide Draw ing

Parent Conferences 4 to 7:30pm

10/12 Tasting w ith the Chef--2nd and 4th 

10/13 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

Kindergar ten to Pumpkin Patch

2nd Grade to Crocker  Ar t Museum

10/16-10/20   Fal l  Br eak--Enjoy the vacat ion!

10/24 1st Grade to Pumpkin Patch

4th Grade to Sutter 's For t

10/25 Ear ly Release at 1:50

Paw  Pr ide Draw ing

Fall  Planting Day

Picture Retakes

10/26 Dual Immersion Community Tour  
9:15am

Safety Committee 4pm

10/27 Spir i t Day! Wear  your  black and red 

2nd Grade to Pumpkin Patch 

Lazy Dog Ice Cream for  Per fect 
Attendance 2pm

10/30 Student of the Month Assembly 9:20am

10/31 Halloween and Ear y Release at 1:50

11/1 Ear ly Release at 1:50

Paw  Pr ide Draw ing

11/2 Day of the Dead Festival from 4-6pm



STUDENT OF THE MONTH ASSEMBLY
Last Thursday, al l  of our  students and 

teachers walked over  to the St. Joseph's Cultural 
Center  for  our  Student of the Month Assembly to 
r ecognize a student from each class who was 
chosen as an outstanding example of 
Responsibi l i ty.  We also r ecognized four  students 
who had per fect attendance throughout the last 
school year.  What an achievement!  Ever yone 
who was recognized joined Mrs. Graham for  a 
pizza par ty.  

We have decided to hold these assemblies 
each month at St. Joseph's because we want our  
school community to come together  in more 
formal way to r ecognize the hard work of our  
students.  We w i l l  be working on practicing 
appropr iate audience behavior , as well .   
Ever yone is welcome to attend even i f  your  chi ld 
is not being r ecognized this time.  We are 
consider ing including a singalong as par t of this 
tr adi tion.  

FALL PLANTING  ON  OCTOBER 25
W e are planning a Fal l  Plant ing Day on 

W ednesday, October  25.  W e wi l l  need donations 
of bulbs (daffodi ls, i r ises, tu l ips, etc) and som e 
tr owels so that al l  of the BH A students can plant a 
bulb.  I t  wi l l  be lots of fun to ant icipate when they 
wi l l  com e up in  the spr ingt im e.  W e wi l l  be able 
to celebrate the ar r ival  of the warm er  weather  
wi th bloom s al l  over  the school !  Please 
com m unicate with your  chi ld's teacher  to 
determ ine the needs of your  class,  and com e 
par t icipate in  the plant ing day,  i f  you can!  

FIELD TRIPS TO A PUM PKIN PATCH
This month, Bell Hill students will be going on 

pumpkin patch field trips to local farms. The kindergarten 
and second grade classes will be going to Bierwagen's Farm, 
and the first grade classes will head to Bishop's Pumpkin 
Patch.  Maestra Colvin says, "The kindergarten classes will be 
going on their first field trip to Bierwagen's Farm on Friday, 
October 13th. Students will get to pick and eat a fresh apple, 
visit farm animals, experience how a farm works, and chose 
a pumpkin to take home!"  Sounds like fun!

Helping K ids in Houston

One of our fourth grade teachers, 
Mrs. Jackson, heard about a program to 
match  classes around the country with 
classes in Houston who were  impacted 
by Hurricane Harvey.  Mrs. Jackson and 
her students will be communicating with 
a 3rd grade class in Houston as well as 
collecting items that those students and 
families need.  In addition to hygiene 
items and other necessities, the students 
themselves came up with the idea to 
send stuffed animals to these kids who 
have lost everything.  That is 
compassion in action!  Way to go, Mrs. 
Jackson and students!



T I PS FRO M  O U R L I BRA RI A N : 

N AN CY SW ART Z

Bell Hil l  Academ y is a Global Studies and Dual 
Immersion School.  The educators at Bell Hill share 
the goal of preparing students to be informed and 
curious world citizens.

Find ing t im e to read to your  ch i ld ren  
can  be hard .  T he best t ip  I  ever  received 
was f rom  m y ch i ld ren 's p r incipal .  I n  her  
newslet ter , she suggested wak ing your  
ch i ld ren  up  w i th  a stor y.

I  would  sim p ly  tur n  on  the l igh t , si t  on  
the f loor  and star t  r ead ing a stor y.  T he 
k ids would  l i sten  and i t  m ade gett ing 
them  out of  bed for  school  less stressfu l .  
O ver  the year s, we read m any chapter  
books, the boys p ick ing one and the gi r ls 
choosing the next.  T h is tur ned out to be 
a real ly  posi t ive t im e for  al l  of  us and m y 
ch i ld ren  st i l l  r em em ber  i t .

* I t is important to share that M rs. Swartz 
acted quickly during lunch last week to help a 
child who was choking.  T hanks to her, the 
student is fine, and everything turned out ok.  
She is truly a BH A hero!

D on 't  f or get  you r  Box  Top s!

M r s. Swar tz and M iss Stacey w i l l  be col lect ing the 
Box Tops each  m on th  and calcu lat ing wh ich  classes 
had the m ost.  For  Septem ber  we had two w inn ing 
classes:  M aestr a Cam pbel l  and M aestr a Pr ado!  
Both  classes received a special  r ecogn i t ion  f rom  
M iss N ancy.  W el l  done!

T r af f i c Pr ocedu r es at  BH A

The traffic situation in front of the school at pick up time 
has gotten challenging.  We ask that you follow our 
procedures so that all students and adults on campus stay 
safe.  First, if you are in the traffic line along School Street, 
please stay in your vehicle until you come to the front of 
the line.  The staff on duty will accompany your child to the 
car.  Next, remember that there is no parking across the 
street from Bell Hill on School Street.  We will have cones 
out marking where you should not stop or park your car.  
Lastly, if you would like to park your car and walk onto 
campus, please park in a safe and legal space and use the 
crosswalks.  Thank you. 

Coming Soon t o BHA:  Science CLub
W e recently found out that M rs. Col l ins has received 
funding fr om  the Grass Val ley Foundation for  Ar ts and 
Sciences to star t  a Science Club at Bel l  H i l l  Academ y.  
The f i r st  r ound of the club wi l l  be for  grades 3 and 4 and 
wi l l  m ost l ikely star t  up in  ear ly Novem ber.  W e are very 
gratefu l  to the Foundation for  th is grant and to M rs. 
Col l ins for  gett ing th is club star ted!  M ore in form ation to 
com e soon!


